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are to crush it muat be given. 
. of course, in Northern Georgia, the 





« i oO : 1 g >A: , peition, it gives possession of the great 
, ron, aga Feta : ‘mountain region dividing the eastern from. 
- sa “ samen jing, | the Western theatre of war, holds one of the 


ca |) back to the. States bordering on the At- 
he evay Lyttare So much for its advaa- 


te ke & long asd severe campaign in the 

| Gulf States. This embarrassment it is, and 

An Rati cass hes hencboenntcheoores 
ort, | obstacle to. Gen } 


Gen. Gaaxr is utterly unable to take advantage 
ey . ta por ans ‘| ofthis withdrawal, and this, simply from the 
aha: Ga ee goa panaee® Paaneainety toe wench dfivaity ‘on 
si ee ante ae his army where it is, without ad- 

it g it a mile further away from its base. 
| Tehas, in fact, by every one gifted with any 

| capacity for ieee Pewvisien, bove recog- 


; . There are but two possible 
Gov. | Points at which such a water-base could be 
.. The one is, on the Atlantic coast, 


. : Seepieiach vent ire & water highway 
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@ { west, let us glance a moment.at the situation 


‘a presents its most formidable front, 
~ | and ‘where, confessedly, at the same time, 
‘Selma, are. the three pointe. 
threefold—First, the great facility for inter- 


sitio; po eh aarp sew 


hn | ative, we are still met With the puzzling prop- 
| osition that there is no adequate reason why 


he should undertake ‘the prodigious difiicul- 
ties of the march. — 

Sumeman’s Corps undoubtedly is not des- 
‘tined for Mobile. Where, then, is he going ? 
A careful examination of a good map (with- 
out which military discussions are necessa- 
rily so much blind verbiage) should answer 
this question. Let us suppose that Suzauayw 
continues his present easterly march, follow- 
ing the Southern Mississippi Railroad, which 
he puts in working order as he goes, and that 
he advances as faras Meridian, one hundred 
and forty miles from Vicksburgh. Suppose, 
that while this operation is. under way, 
Banxs and Farraeyr: strike a successful 
blow at Mobile. This accomplished,and we 
have the two forces planted at strategic 
points of the highest importance, and con- 
nected by thé line of the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad, “If, now, from Meridian, Sarnuan 
pushes on his advance still due eastward to 
Selma, Ala., it will be seen that the result of 
these combined operations is to give us pos- 
session of ee of enormous importance, 
strategetically and .materially—a region 
whose possession, in fact, would settle the fate 
of the rebellion. 

The region into possessién of which’ we 
shall ‘come by the successful issue of the 
operations. now on foot, forms a grand 
strategic triangle, whereof Meridian, Mobile, 
Its value is 


communication it presents; secondly, the 
material value of the district of country of 
which it assures us possession; and, third- 
ly, the military bearing « of this region on 
the whole theatre of war. We can do no 
more than glance at these three points in suc- 
eession. 
And first, of the communications, it is to be 
eaid that no region in the South is so admira- 
bly situated, both naturally and artificially, as 
that just indicated, For in the district be- 
tween Vicksburgh, Selma and Mobile, we have 
no less than two water-bases—on the Missis- 
sippi and on the Gulf ; and four lines of com- 
munication—namely, two railroads, and two 
rivers. From Vicksburgh, we have the line of 
the Southern Mississippi Railroad ; from Mo- 


‘| bile, we have the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, 


together with the Tombigbee and Alabama 
Rivers. The Tombigbee opens the State 
ot Mississippi up to Columbus and Aberdeen ; 
the Alabama opens ¢he State of Alabama up 
to Selma, Montgomery and beyond. These 
points will all be held and made powerfully 
fortified depots of supply. They will form 
precisely the secondary base Gen. Grant must 
have in‘an advance into the Gulf States. The 
material importance of the region arises from, 
the fact that its river bottoms form the richest 
cotton district in the South ; and it is there, 
also, that the mass of the distribution of the 
slave population shows its darkest hue. 

We now arrive at the strategic bearings of 
the region in its relations with the present 
disposition of the rebel forces in the South- 
west. The value of it, in this view, cannot be 
overestimated. First ‘of all, it. will give us 
the grand secondary line of rebel communica- 
tions, With the possession of Chattanooga 
and Knoxville, we tapped the first of these 
lines, and the confessions of the rebels them- 
selves show how terribly this itself embarrass- 
es them. Well, we shall now seize the only 
remaining line. In the next place, it must 
call away a considerable portion, at least, of 
the rebel army from Granr’s front, and enable 
him to advance. Supplies will soon be accu- 


| mulated to make this possible, But -finally, 


and niost important of all, st anticipates 
the rebels. ina the possession of the 
only vemaining line of “defence which 
it was possible for the rebels to take up, when 
Grant. should once advante from Chat- 
taneoga. Military men have long recognized, 
that if the, rebels were once turned at At- 
lanta, the line of the Tombigbee was the only 
available position left them. The other line 
leads directly. into a ‘cul-de-sac, ending in 
Florida: If; therefore, the present move- 
ments sre successful, it clutches this single 
position at which the rebels could have 
hoped to make any protracted stand. 

We discern in these moves the marks of a 
bold,brilliant, original conception. Their very 
{initiation must utterly disconcert all the rebel 
plans of invasjon in the West. There is very 
little doubt thet, as their first result, we shall 
héar of Jounsron’s prompt retreat to Atlanta. 
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Tus Liqvou-Deaters axp tHE Inreana, 
Revenvzs Law.—As we expected, the eontest 
between the liquor-dealers and the Govern- 
meat has resulted in the defeat of former. 


| We publish in another column the decision of 
| Judge Sazruam, denying the motion for a new 


trial. in Remsr’s case. The new trial was 


t | asked for upon several grounds, mainly tech- 





nical onés. .Thus, his counsel claimed that 


) because.a jury wes impanneled to try him 
vd pe chapel pie cpt beats ood 


The question of the constitutionality of the 
law was the only one which went to the 
merits of the case. Thé defendant urged 
that it was unconstitutional, because it could 
not be enforced in the rebel States, and the 
Constitution requires that “ all daties, imposts 
and excises shall be uniform throughout the 
United States.” Butas the court argues, this 
would enable any det of persons affected by 
such a law, in any section of the country, to 
render it unconstitutional by resisting its 
execution, 

The sentence which the court imposed of 
$60 fine and twenty days’ imprisonment is 
light. But, as it was the first case brought 
before the court, perhepe leniency was the 
best policy, and we notice a very suggestive 
remark by the Judge, that, if he found he had 
made a mistake on this point, he should not 
be likely to make ita second time, a 

nea TR a 
Congressional Follies. 

Congress seems to be acting on the belief 
that the world wiil come to an end as soon as 
it adjourns—so Tar at least as opportunities 
for legislation are concerned. The. mémbers 
think it necessary to do everything instantly, 
lest the chance of doing anything should be 
lost foreyer. One would suppose that. the 
prosecution of such a war as the Government 
has on its hands might wisely engross the at- 
tention of the National Legislature. The rais- 
ing of men, the endcttment of laws for 
the guidance and government of our armies, 
the wise imposition of sufficient and judicious 
taxes, these, and the kindred acts which the 
vigorous prosecution of the war requires, 
would seem to be sufficient for the present 
session. . Congress thinks differently.. It is 
fiercely eager for the settlement of all possible 
questions to which the war may now or here- 
ite rise. What will be the position of 

the rebele after they are conquered ; what 
shall be done with the lands we intend to 
seize; what is the present status, and what 
is to be the future history of the negro race; 
what loyalty is, and what it is not,—these 
are some of the topics which Congress finds. 
greater pleasure in discussing than in acting 
upon the p'ain, simple matters of business 
whieh might safely and profitably absorb their 
whole attention. 

Congress is evidently in an unfortunate 


‘mood. It seems to be swayed by a spirit of 


impatience, of restless partisan ambition and 
of eager intolerance, in the highest degree un- 
favorable to wise and salutary legislation. It 
is perhaps quite netural that the men who 
have been prominent in public life for years 
mainly as the enemies avery, should see . 
that now the day of t mph has come, 
and should push forward to clutch the fraits 
of victory, with very little thought of other in- 
terests and other necessities; and as 
things go, it is perhaps quite as natural that 
men with whom personal or party aspirations 
furnish the highest rule of public action,should 
think it necessary to make up by an excess of 
zeal for loss of time, and lead the ultraisms 


they have all their lives resisted. But there 


ought to be wisdom enough ‘and coolness 
enough in Congness to check thébe vagaries of 
selfish ambition, and bring something of 
practical common sense into the conduct of 
public affairs. 

One thing ought to be clear to evetybody— 
this, namely, that, until the rebellion is quelied, 
al! these schemes fer disposing of the rebels 
are premature ; and that to end the rebellion 
the hearty, united and determined efforts of 
the whole country will be require?. The war 
is not over. It approaches a crisis beyond a 
doubt; but it is precisely to meet that crisis 
that the whole power and vigor of the coun- 
try should be put forth. The rebels will make 
the most desperate :and powerful exertions 
against the Union. they have ever yet put 
forth ; and we shall make a serious and dis- 
astrous mistake if we. count: ppon a rapid 
and an easy victory. The coming campaign 
is likely-to be the hardest and the bloodiest 
the war has yet seen; end to make it suc- 
cessful we need the most thorough and hearty 
union of the whole people. 


It is no time, then, for the wild discussions 
which engross so much of the time of Con- 
gress. They tend to. distract the public 
mind—to raise up new issues and divide 
public sentiment, thus to weaken that 


active, vigorous loyalty, without whieh suc- |. 


cess will be impossible. It.is a misfortune 
that we are to plunge next Fall into the heat 
and turmoi) of Presidential contest. Itis 
the worst time in the world to’ engage in 
quarrels about men orin wrangles for parti- 
tisan ascendency. But the evil may be miti- 
gated by limiting ‘the issues to be tried, 
and by concentrating the whole thought and 
effort.of the nation on the only great question 
really at issue—the prosecution of the war 
Oy 
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“ancetslon question,” the the a 


Austro-Prussian forces are also teported to 
be just occupying the Duchy of Schleswig. 
The sole and avnwed purpose of this occupa- 


gus 


two monarchies, with their immense 

armies on the other, taking possession of the 
disputed territory, in order, without doubt, 
to restrain the popular party and. enforce 
peace. The organized power must of course 
prevail, and yet the two monarchies are in a 
critical position. With the predetit feeling of 


Germany it would not dete patch up anill-ar- 


throw both States into the greatest confu- 
sion. To s certain degree they are forced 
‘on to war. On the other side, the Danes are 
not idle. They have from: 30,000-to: 40,000 
men in strong positions. They-are preparing 
their fleet to blockade the German coasts. 
Sweden is reported to have concluded an al- 
liance offensive and defensive with Denmark, 
and to be ready,to put 30,000 auxiliary troops 
in the field. 

__ To propitiate the Great Powers, the Danish 
King has consented to summon the Parlia- 
ment to consider the subject of withdrawing 


| The position cRidinkiht mis ota 


matier is still uncertain. From the hints in 
‘the London official journals, it would. seem 
that an alliance is silently preparing between 
England, France, Russia and Italy to oppose 
any further advance of the German forces and 
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anything like a prostration of Denmark by | rr 


Austria and Prussia. _Parligment.will soon 


. 


meet, and enable us to know what is the true | Pp 
state of British feeling upon this eubject, and | ‘ 
feeling will be found to influence the action of | ant 
the Ministry there ene anaes re 


democratic communities. . 


If reason and sound sidtiapiaaie oleiiiat 4 > 


ed, there could be no-earthily motive for such | 
‘an alliance on thé part of England. Her in- 


terests have been and. will always be in a,| 


united and powerful Germany, which shall 


a barrier against. Russia on one side and | ** 
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France. onthe other. A war in béhalfof Den! | 


mark, with “such allies, would méan a 
terrific struggle: for the Rhine Prov- 
inces; in which France would proba- 
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bly gain more territory, the.» absolute tn Wasnington, ee wee 


crushing of Poland, and the wasting of Brit. | 
ish commerce by German. privateers 


RA 


from American ports. None of these results, {the Chtasen >pudis 


or even the entire defeat of the German | 


‘} armies, are in any wee, eS a 


bag 


Britain. 


Incidental effects of the war, indeed, would |e 


occur, which would gratify the friends ‘al 
freedom in England and everywhere. . Ttaly 
would be entirely freed of the 

Hungary might be revolutionized. we 
canpot believe that the sober good’ sense of |, 
English statesmen will allow them to plunge. 
their country into such an unknown sea of 
troubles. 


It-may be that the other Great Powers will © 


allow England to ‘sustain Denmark. against 
Austria and Prussia, and.thus the war zemaia, | 
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. ( ert. he | will have only {garrison at Richmond, and the 
pamptr cage. 6 > far is this at battle of the war may come off in the valley. 
an in ; 1, | On the other hand, they may prefer to make their 
Bich | battle in Georgia, in which case LonGstreet will 

An )move in that direction. , 


yn a ‘We now come .to the last position, that of 
hose who | Grant; and his movements hereafter require 

‘all the qualities which belong tothe art of war. 

Inall human probability Lexand Davis will prefer 

















tive. They can no Jongér maintain a great army 
P® | on the Potomac. They must maintain it nearer 
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eee easy, if we-have foresight. It is 

: ceoton itm he en Grawt at least 250,000 available men. 
food. They | Make the army; within 100 miles of Chattanooga, 
aay tat: ctanp bv ssedh lon = irresistible. Let there be no doubts about it. Let 
> unk - . nothing be left to a single .battle, or to any con- 
theyhave'| tingency whatever. For once, let us put forth 

28 ~~ | Our-strength Ona straight line, and let every ad- 

tae] vaice tell.” That line must, fn thé main, be to-. 

® aperior | Ward the Bast; but whether in the Valley of 

n lines Virginia, or Northern Georgia and Alabama, de- 

bh will re- ‘pends more upon Lex and Lowesrrerr than upon 
Fotentgarpmanisrp gebel | ¥8- In" any event, we'shall have-to-meet two 
nae ny Seg MB, oe 6a. | erties, and we must provide force enough to 
ES ares ee sd thu -| everwhelm both. ‘Their retreat will be toward 
“Siegen pee open | Charleston, Danville and Lynchburgh. We must 








oe ¥, 1062, ae woven ‘ana, | force them on, penning them up round Rich- 
in January, “4 the seaiiered ex. | 2°"*-. Then we shall get armies, Generals, 
. pe Bie “ ; Ccngress and all ; and when we strike off the 
a ‘hetds of the hydra, let us burn out the roots, as in 

w re de _—* hydra. 


A Veceran Onsenyen. 
ne e 
LOCAL INTELLIGENCE. 


The Metropolitan Fair. ° 
The ladiesof the Metropolitan Fair, for the ben- 
‘Me | eft of the United States Sanitary Commission, in 
T | tartheranee of its complete success, would respect- 
ennessee® | fully end earnestly suggest to the pegple of this City 
‘goneral- | thet they should form organizetions in all their va- 
je, Knoxville rious departmeats of business. A definite and prac- 
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